
CCT-03-1995 la:34 F R O M NWIWNEE~ISIFI  WRSH  DC TO

f
.1

1 ‘.
.

:.
! ’

i,n.’ ,,

,
4

,, :.

!,
.I
. MEMORANDUM OF AGREE&T BETWEEN

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

THE GOVERNZlENT OF CANADA

AND

THE GOVEXUMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC

CONCERNING THE SARSAT SPACE SEGMENT
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";'.:,-COSuSIDGRING  the International COSPAS-SARSAT Programme Agreeme'ht
: C'fCSPA) signed in Paris by the United States of America, Ckada
1' ,Xhe F*ench.Reptilic,
is on  .I’ J u l y  1988,

and the Union of Soviet Socialist Rep&lick
: which entered into force on 30 August 1988;

i. : Z-kRE..of t'he.caoperation  among the United States of America,
: .’ Canada, and the French Republic,
'Agencies,

through their Cooperating

p,
the +Jational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration,

~%%i4, the National Search and Rescue Secretariat NSS, and theCent're. Nation&L d'Etudes Spatialea, CNES, on r~e'provision  of
Qorldwide '$ac.e.llFte-aided  alert and location services for
"distress a.n,d*safety;

,‘,  ‘.$FCOGNIZING,the need for close coordination between the
‘I ~~~~ictd  SCatCS Of America, Can.ada, and the French Reutablic in
o.rd@r  to meet  their responsibilities under the ICSPA;

.‘.

.HAVE AGREED A&FOLLOWS:

:.

._

‘.
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ARTICLE 1

INITIONS. .

. .
."cooperating AgencyJf means the organization design&ad
.by d Party to the ZCSPA: the National Oceanic and
,Atmospheric Administration of the United States
Natimal Search ;Ind Rescue Secretariat of Canad:

r;he.

the' Centre National d'Etudes"Spatiales of Frances
and

"I'CSPA" means the Intsrnational COSPAS-SARSAT Programhe
Agtieement signed in Paris by the United St&es, Cafiada,
the French Republic, and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics on 1 July 1988, which entered into force on
30 August 1988.

"PGt;y" means a State
.eritered into force.

for wh,ich this Agreement has ”

"$latforml@ mesns the mounting upon which the repeat.e'r,
units:‘and receiver-processors and memory units are
'plac,e+  for flighr.

l$l005/013

PI BW14

"Project Plan" means the main instrument for the,
imple'mentation,of  this Agreement as tsquirtd by
Article 4.

"Satellite Ass;emblyq
'repeater units,

meahs the integrated combinatioh of

a pla.tform unir.
receiver-processors and .memory units And

“Unit ” means an element contributed to the satellite
assembly by a 3arty to this Agreement,

.,
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ARTICLE 2 i

: m-mu3
i.

-~ 1-z Thi

REEMENT 1

'
i

I I
under the .I'CSBA.

manage t.he SARSAT -Space segment cons&cent with their obliga:cions  ;
s Agreei;eht esceblishes the means by which the Parties shall

i

*
I ARTICLE 3.

~~CRQJJICN OF T?XE -ACE  S&QfEPJT

:.

I
,;

.TJnder  ,norm& operating conditions the SARSAT Space Segment'

thre’e basic units:
comprlses,at  keast 2 satellite askmblies  each consisting df

(a)‘. a phtform moving in low earth polar orbit .as a
mounting for the ocher units;

(b) a r@Ceiver-PrOCessor and memory unit designed &
receive,

', - 406 MHz for ratransmi6sion; and
process and score signals receive&on

Cc)
121.5, 243,
a repeater unit relaying radiobeacon signals tin

and 406 MHz frequencies.

,:..
.

5
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ARTICLE 4

RESPONSIBILXTfES  QF.THE PARTT.ES

EachjPartiy  shali determine‘ its contribution to t-he SAE&T
Space Sa*snt .

.: .L .
Eafzh Partg shall contribute at least, one of the
of the SARSAT Space Segment.

basic un:i.ts

Each. P$rty- shall contribute.to the SARSAT, Sperce
long. term .basis.

Segment~~oti  a

The ini'CU1 concributlons of the Parties to the
Segment, under normal operating conditions, are

SARSAT Space
as fo11ows:

Un$tet$ States ot A m e r i c a 2 platforms

FrlrIit% 2 receiver-proces*tii
and 2 memory  units.

Canada 2 repeater units
.

In the e&tit of a change in the contribution of a Party,
that .Partv shall notify the ocher Parties.

The"Parties agree chat there shall be a Project Plan that:
set,s otik the: .,

(al

,(bi

(Cl

rb’,

anciyipated launch schedule; .:,

kchedules and requirements for satellite assemblie&;'

pre- and post-launch ttstirrg responsibilities; and ,'

working procedures for implementation and updating,, a's
nece"s'sary .

'Modifications to the Project Plan shall be made by consensus
of. the Cooperating Agencies.
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provide or arrange for space cm platforms uhicr. xi1.1
accommodate the SAXSAT tlnits in accorciance burl:;? :_<e
spec.i.f.ications  and scheduling contained in .
Plan;

t r.e ?rtoj~.kct

be. reBponsibLe for the integratiar, of the SkRSAT unks;

'manage or arrange for'opsration of Flatforms
reqmnsible for the acquisition,

and ba- .’

telemetry data; and
use and distrlbuc&n of

advi;.se Parries regarding any, significant foreseeable
khange in the procurement and launch schedule incltidecI
in. the Project Plan, and discuss the consequences of,
this change with the other Parcies so 89~ to agree dn any
steps to accommodate it.

-ha

priivike Repeater Wits designed to meer
specL'ficac:ion=  a,nd scheduling containcP?d
Plan;

.’

the
in the Prof-ect

provi&2 assistance in the
unLt5.:

integration of Lhe SAXAT.

be responsible for the post-launch tests of the RepqaFer
Units;.

be 're'kponsiolrt f3r the TanagemenL, operations, and
monitpring of the R&mater  Units .as defined in the
3rojecf Plan; and

advise .Parcics r2garding any significant foreszeablz-
change, in the procurement and delivery scheduls  included
'in ‘the Profuct ?lan, and discuss the CQ?lSaqQenCtS of.,
this change rzrfth the other Parties so as to agree on any
stepa'to accommodate it.
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(b)

(e)

.m

‘I

FRANCE shall :

.p&vide Receiver-Prccesscr and Memory Unite designe&to
mfet the specifications and scheduling contained
Project PIan;

in the

'provldr! assisr.ance in the integration of the SARS&T'
units:

,;bc risponsible r'or the 'post-launch t@?StS Of the
~ecqi,,vsr-~xocessor  and Memory Wrkts;

b6 8x,eiponsible for the management, operations, :
and'.

manitPring  of the Receiver-Processor and Memory Lhitk a&
defined in the Project Plan; and

.adviotl,Parties regarding any significant foreseeable
change in the procurement and delivery schedule in&la&d
in the Project Pian, and discuss the consequences of.
this.'change  with the other Parties SO as to agree on any
steps to accommodate  it.

ARTICLE S
‘.

FINANCiAL Q.'J_&$Iv
‘,

., ,:: kyach ,,Parcy, in conformity with its domestic funding procedtires
and subject  CO the availability of appropriated funds, shall b.k
'fu~ly~.responsible  for financing all costs associated wit;? Its
contribution to the SARSAT Space Segment.

. .

i-
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ARTICLE 6

ISTRUCTURE

The' Cooperating Agencies shall be responsibiz for &e
impletietitacion  Of this Agreement ar.d approval z~f :!I@ ?r,oject
P l ' a n .

The Coope?ating Agencies shall, gn request, consuit wit:?
each other on matters arising from the Lmpiementatian of
this Agreement.

,Ths Coopcir'ating Agencies shall dssignace th:e~r respective
points oe'~contaCt fou the implementakion  of kho Project
Plan.

The 'Part'ies shall cot make claims 01 bring actions against
each ocher for ir.jury, damages or financial losses arising
out of activities, or lack Hereof, pursuant co this
Agreement.'

In the event of damage not mentioned in 7::. for *hich there
is liability under international law, including the
Convent.iolz  on
Sljace Objects,

Intarcational Liability for Damage Caused .by
the ?arcies will consult promptly with a .view

to,consi+ricg equitable sharing of any payments chat have
been or may be agreed to k;l secclement.

The Parties accept: no liability coward users of the SARSAT
Space Segment or any third Party, particularly  as
arly claims for Injury, damages or financial losses

regards

arise from ehe LLBB cf the SARSAT Space Segment.
t.itar may

?artles
wi;ll cboperace with a view f.0 protecting ehemselves from any
pot;sncial claims,

P

,,



_~

02/‘15/96 14:29, fp301 427 2L64 NPOESS +v+ IMSP QJ011/013

XT-03-1995 18: 37 FROM NOAfVYESDISiG WSH DC TO 4272164 P. 12~‘14

ARTICLE 8

I:.

!”
;

'811 Any dispu,Ce ConceElirlg the incerpretatian or irrlF;eritenCation
of this Agreemene should be settled by negotiatiocs tie.t,ween
or among the Parties concerned.

8.2 If. a settlement cannx be
dis,pute may,

reached b-y such negotiations, c,.he
if the affected ?arties so agree, be refcrre'd

., co arbitration,.

.
.I’ .’ ARTICLE 3

* “,, . .

‘. ACCFSS ION:

!,;A State' may aqzede to this Agreement and thereby asame‘.
,,kesponsibilic:y  for cht contribution of a basic unit of '_-he
ikistfng SkRSAT Space Segment, Frovided it does so in agreement

.w,i.th 'the Party currently providmg that basic unit and in
+onsultation with the other Parties.

.10.,.3

,_

ARTICLE 10

WITHcRAW&

A 'Party may withdraw from ehis Agreement.

A'Psrty inrending co withdraw shall notify the other
Part ias ~0 thaw e f f e c t . Such withdrawal shall take
effect one par after tie ciar;e of receipt of
nocificatlon by the other ParLies, or at a lacer d&cd:
to be agreed by chs Parties.

A Party incendir.g to
erideavour to

tiichdraw from' this Agreement s,ha,ll
ensure continuity of its e?xrstir,g

contribution to the .$+pace Segment and, in that reqxct,
++ll sonsulc with the other Parties to dic.atmine

adjustments in their respective responsibilities.

i,i,
:’

:
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of America, the Gavernmenc of
c =’ the French Republic,

ARTICLE 12

‘13.4

of the French Republic

@J01%/013
P. 13114

is depositary of

Thi‘$  Agreement  shall enter into fcrce c;1 tT.= slxtiet;
day 'f3Llowir.g  the date OR which tke Farties have siq&d
cha kpcmmenr..

,'rhia Agreement shall remain in force ur.cil 30 >iuaust<
‘2003,, and shall be extn=ied automatically for suzceqjve
.periods of five years unless terminated as providedVr'or
in Article 19.

,l .
.,...- .ir-,Ti...4_- .._.m.  _a -.-i -.__-,  _..-I.- .s_.__  .-._____ ‘i----.
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ARTICLE 14

. .

.IN WITNESS WHEREOF, tht undersigned have signed this
"
:. DONE at.WAJWIY&mti,  in criplicace, 5ePm*igEA 11

’
in'khe E,i?glish and French languages, .each text being
.auchenl:iC.,

_.
,’

,’ ;
. FOR' THE~:GOVERNMENT  OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA:

.’

FOR- YWE GOVERNMENT OF CXNADA:
.

‘.

I

‘,,’ . .

,-

.FOR THE.GOVERNMENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC:

) :

/
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